
The YALSA Quick Picks 
committee selected the 
following as its top ten: 

Non-Fiction 

The Fangirl’s Guide to 

the Galaxy: A Handbook 

for Girl Geeks.  

By Sam Maggs 

Fanfic, cosplay, cons, books, 

memes, podcasts, vlogs, OTPs 

and RPGs and MMOs and 

more—it’s never been a better time to be a girl 

geek. The Fangirl’s Guide to the Galaxy is the 

ultimate handbook for ladies living the nerdy life, a 

fun and feminist take on the often male-dominated 

world of geekdom. With delightful illustrations and 

an unabashed love for all the in(ternet)s and outs of 

geek culture, this book is packed with tips, 

playthroughs, and cheat codes for everything from 

starting an online fan community to planning a 

convention visit to supporting fellow female geeks 

in the wild 

Rad American Women 

A-Z: Rebels, 

Trailblazers, and 

Visionaries Who Shaped 

Our History... and Our 

Future! 

By Kate Schatz 

A diverse collection of rad American women for 

every letter of the alphabet.  The list spanning 

several centuries, multiple professions, and 26 

diverse individuals. There are artists and 

abolitionists, scientists and suffragettes, rock stars 

and rabble-rousers, and agents of change of all 

kinds. 
 

 

Fiction 

Red Queen 

By Victoria Aveyard 

This is a world divided by 

blood – red or silver. The Reds 

are commoners, ruled by a 

Silver elite in possession of 

god-like superpowers. And to 

Mare Barrow, a seventeen-year-

old Red girl from the poverty-stricken Stilts, it 

seems like nothing will ever change. That is, until 

Mare discovers that, despite her red blood, she 

possesses a deadly power of her own. One that 

threatens to destroy the balance of power.  

          

 

Zeroboxer 

By Fonda Lee 

A Sci-Fi Thrill Ride Set in the 

Action-Packed Sports Arena of 

the Future. A rising star in the 

weightless combat sport of 

zeroboxing, Carr “the Raptor” 

Luka dreams of winning the championship title. 

Recognizing his talent, the Zero Gravity Fighting 

Association assigns Risha, an ambitious and  

beautiful Martian colonist, to be his brandhelm––a 

personal marketing strategist. It isn’t long before 

she’s made Carr into a popular celebrity and stolen 

his heart along the way. As his fame grows, Carr 

becomes an inspirational hero on Earth, a once-

great planet that’s fallen into the shadow of its 

more prosperous colonies. But when Carr 

discovers a far-reaching criminal scheme, he 

becomes the keeper of a devastating secret. Not 

only will his choices place everything he cares 

about in jeopardy, but they may also spill the 

violence from the sports arena into the solar 

system. 

 

 

The Iron Trial 

By Holly Black & Cassandra 

Clare 

Most kids would do anything to 

pass the Iron Trial. Not Callum 

Hunt. He wants to fail. 

All his life, Call has been warned 

by his father to stay away from 

magic. If he succeeds at the Iron Trial and is 

admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it can 

only mean bad things for him. So he tries his best 

to do his worst - and fails at failing. Now the 

Magisterium awaits him. It's a place that's both 

sensational and sinister, with dark ties to his past 

and a twisty path to his future. The Iron Trial is 

just the beginning, for the biggest test is still to 

come  

 

Dumplin’ 

By Julie Murphy 

Self-proclaimed fat girl 

Willowdean Dickson (dubbed 

“Dumplin’” by her former 

beauty queen mom) has always 

been at home in her own skin. 

With her all-American beauty 

best friend, Ellen, by her side, things have always 

worked…until Will takes a job at Harpy’s, the 

local fast-food joint. There she meets Private 

School Bo, a hot former jock. Will isn’t surprised 

to find herself attracted to Bo. But she is surprised 

when he seems to like her back. Instead of finding 

new heights of self-assurance in her relationship 

with Bo, Will starts to doubt herself. So she sets 

out to take back her confidence by doing the most 

horrifying thing she can imagine: entering the Miss 

Clover City beauty pageant—along with several 

other unlikely candidates—to show the world that 

she deserves to be up there as much as any twiggy 

girl does. Along the way, she’ll shock the hell out 

of Clover City—and maybe herself most of all. 

 



 

 

 

The Silence of Six 

By E.C. Myers 

“What is the silence of six, and 

what are you going to do 

about it?” 

These are the last words uttered 

by 17-year-old Max Stein’s best 

friend, Evan: Just moments after hacking into the 

live-streaming Presidential debate at their high 

school, he kills himself. Haunted by the image of 

Evan’s death, Max’s entire world turns upside 

down as he suddenly finds himself the target of a 

corporate-government witch-hunt. Fearing for his 

life and fighting to prove his own innocence, Max 

goes on the run with no one to trust and too many 

unanswered questions. Max must dust off his own 

hacking skills and maneuver the dangerous 

labyrinth of underground hacktivist networks, 

ever-shifting alliances, and virtual identities — all 

while hoping to find the truth behind the “Silence 

of Six” before it’s too late. 

 

Nimona 

By Noelle Stevenson 

Nimona is an impulsive young 

shapeshifter with a knack for 

villainy. LordBallister Blackheart 

is a villain with a vendetta. As 

sidekick and supervillain, Nimona 

and Lord Blackheart are about to 

wreak some serious havoc. Their mission: prove to 

the kingdom that Sir Ambrosius Goldenloin and 

his buddies at the Institution of Law Enforcement 

and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone thinks they 

are. But as small acts of mischief escalate into a 

vicious battle, Lord Blackheart realizes that 

Nimona's powers are as murky and mysterious as 

her past. And her unpredictable wild side might be 

more dangerous than he is willing to admit. 

 

 

Shadowshaper 

By Daniel Jose Older 

Sierra Santiago was looking 

forward to a fun summer of 

making art, hanging out with her 

friends, and skating around 

Brooklyn. But then a weird 

zombie guy crashes the first party of the season. 

Sierra's near-comatose abuelo begins to say "No 

importa" over and over. And when the graffiti 

murals in Bed-Stuy start to weep.... Well, 

something stranger than the usual New York 

mayhem is going on. Sierra soon discovers a 

supernatural order called the Shadowshapers, who 

connect with spirits via paintings, music, and 

stories. Her grandfather once shared the order's 

secrets with an anthropologist, Dr. Jonathan Wick, 

who turned the Caribbean magic to his own foul 

ends. Now Wick wants to become the ultimate 

Shadowshaper by killing all the others, one by one. 

With the help of her friends and the hot graffiti 

artist Robbie, Sierra must dodge Wick's 

supernatural creations, harness her own 

Shadowshaping abilities, and save her family's 

past, present, and future. 

 

Everything, Everything 

By Nicola Yoon 

My disease is as rare as it is 

famous. Basically, I’m allergic to 

the world. I don’t leave my house, 

have not left my house in 

seventeen years. The only people I 

ever see are my mom and my nurse, Carla. But 

then one day, a moving truck arrives next door. I 

look out my window, and I see him. He’s tall, lean 

and wearing all black. He catches me looking and 

stares at me. I stare right back. His name is Olly.  

Maybe we can’t predict the future, but we can 

predict some things. For example, I am certainly 

going to fall in love with Olly. It’s almost certainly 

going to be a disaster. 

 

 

2016 Quick Picks 
for Young Adult 

Readers 

 
The Quick Picks list suggests books that 

teens, ages 12-18, will pick up on their own and 
read for pleasure; it is geared to the teenager 

who, for whatever reason, does not like to 
read. 

While these materials have been selected for 
ages 12-18, the titles on this list span a broad 

range of reading and maturity levels. We 
encourage adults to take an active role in 

helping individual teens choose those books 
that are the best fit for them and their 

families. 

 
 

 


